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Courtesy of Mary Mahy, UNAIDS

New HIV infections are declining among children!

47% decline

33% decline56% decline



Source: UNAIDS 2017

!ƴŘ ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ άŀƎŜ ƻǳǘέ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŘǳƭǘƘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
number of children with HIV is also declining



!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŘŜƳƛŎ ƛǎ ǎƘƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΧŦŜǿŜǊ 
young children, more adolescents living with HIV

2.1 million children 
living with HIV in 2016

Source: UNAIDS, 2017

If you are seeingthesechangesin your own clinics
andprogrammesςCONGRATULATIONS!
This means your PMTCTefforts are working and
your clientsaregrowingup on ARTΧ



Source: UNAIDS, 2017

.ǳǘ ǇŀŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƭƻǿΧ

In 2016, 920,000 children on ART (43%) 
vs 15 million adults on ART (54%)



Source: UNAIDS, 2017

And the problem is with the youngest and the 
oldest children
ART coverage by age group (Among countries that submitted age specific data)



So, what are the concrete steps that we can take?



Implement Treat All policies for children

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ½9wh άǇǊŜ-!w¢έ ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊǎΧƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜΣ ¢w9!¢ ǘƘŜƳΗ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
been lost to follow up, tracking, finding and bringing 
them back to care should be a priority
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Improve Linkage to ART
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Gaps

Low linkages- Incomplete referral 
systems

Intervention: 

ÅPlacement of focal person/peer 
at testing points  to facilitate 
escort to CTC

ÅOVC case managers escort newly 
identified CLHIV from the 
community to CTC

ÅSame day initiation of HIV care APR _20 14(BASELINE) APR _2015(YR1) APR _2016(YR2)

HTC_POS 1100 1254 1885

TX_NEW 786 1239 1830

LINKAGE 71% 99% 97%
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LINKAGE INCREASED FROM 71% -> 97-99%

Source: ACT Initiative in Tanzania



5ƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅ !w¢ ǎǘŀǊǘΗ
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Slide: Courtesy of Elizabeth Obimbo



Consider Same-day ART for children/adolescents
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ENABLERS

Health providers (inc peers) with good counseling skills

Uninterrupted supply of ARV commodities at sites

Simplified initiation processes

Mother or caregiver already receiving ART

Physically escorting clients from test site toART clinic

Decentralization of pediatric HIV care and treatment to the 
lowest level health facilities

BARRIERS

Heavy workload for health workers

Co-infections that require staggering treatment

Poor counselling skills

ARV drug stock outs

ά¦ƴŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘέ ƳƛƴƻǊǎ



Promote nurse-initiated ART for children

Å In Tanzania in 2013, Peds
coverage was just 26.5% 
coverage

Å Severe physician shortage (0.03 
per 1,000 population) 

Å Nurse initiated management of 
ART (NIMART) proposed to 
address this

Å Policy adoption Ą SOP Ą in-
service training Ą nurse service 
delivery model permitting 
testing, ART, and dispensing 

Source: ACT initiative, Tanzania
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By the end of 2016, pedscoverage 
increased to 52.2% 


