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The mothers' stories are frequently ones of resilience and inspiration.
Let’s take a step backin time.

Elizabeth Glaser
f’m 5 ' Pediatric AIDS Foundation The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Fighting for an AIDS-free generation Foundation EGPAF and PouIation
Services International
(PS1) announced the creation of
HealthX Partners Incorporated
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Source: UNAIDS special analysis of epidemiclogical estimates, 2024.

It's been decades since the global community started working to prevent HIV transmission from

mother to child. Important progress is being made towards ending AIDS in children globally. Since
2000, vertical transmission programs have averted around 4 million infections in children aged 0-14.
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New HIV infections and AIDS-related deaths among children (0-14 years old) have been on decline.

Still, around 120,000 babies were infected last year globally.




{4

BHUNAIDS

W

\1/
M
&%

ny

~

4 000 000

3 500 000

3 000 000
{ =
-_E 2 500 000
=
=
l‘E 2 000 000
@ 43%
o
m
=
£ 1 500 000

1 000 000 I

500 000
0]
1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2011 2014 2017 2021 2023

[ | Aged 0—4 years Aged 5-9 years Aged 10-14 years [ | Aged 15-19 years

Source: UNAIDS epidemiological estimates, 2024 (https://aidsinfo.unaids.org).

2,
Soga v

In 2023, approximately 1.4 million children (ages 0-14) and 1.0 million older adolescents (ages

15-19) worldwide were living with HIV. Only about 57% of these children and 64% of older
adolescents were receiving antiretroviral therapy that year.
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Source: Further analysis of UNAIDS epidemiological estimates, 2024.

Children aged 0-14 years living with HIV remain considerably less likely than adults to be

diagnosed and receive treatment. In 2023, only 66% of children with HIV were aware of their status,
compared to 91% of adult women and 83% of adult men aged 15 and older living with HIV.
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While HIV testing coverage for infants (referred to as EID or Early Infant Diagnosis on this slide)
has significantly improved, missed or delayed HIV diagnhoses in infants and young children—

especially following the end of breastfeeding—remain key factors behind low treatment rates

in children and the disproportionately high number of AIDS-related deaths in infants and under
5 age group.
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Although treatment uptake in children has been increasing and the absolute treatment gap

among children has decreased over time, the current population-level coverage still leaves
approximately 590,000 children without immediate access to treatment and viral suppression.
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Coverage of services to prevent vertical transmission has plateaued globally, with rates at

84% in 2023. The progress is far too slow, with an array of barriers.
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The number of children who acquired HIV in 2023 (120 000) was the fewest since the late 1980s.

However, the decline in new child HIV infections has slowed in recent years. Western and
central Africa now accounts for about 41% of all children acquiring HIV globally.
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Sub-Saharan Africa remains the region most affected by HIV in
children

Latin America 2.65K (3.5%)

Asia and the Pacific

e Sub-Saharan Africa shows steady soreieons
progress in providing life-saving HIV
medication, but reaching young
patients remains challenging.

* About 65,000 children died from
AIDS-related causes in Sub-Saharan
Africa last year, accounting for over
85% of global AIDS-related deaths
in children in 2023.

Western and central Africa
32.92K (43.3%)

Eastern and southern Africa
31.62K (41.6%)

Source: UNAIDS epidemiclogical estimates, 2024 (https:/faidsinfo.unaids.org/)
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/17/health/child-hiv-kenya-africa.html
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Coverage of services to prevent vertical transmission in Western and central Africa has been

lower, with rates at 54% on average in 2023.
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The underlying causes of vertical transmission in 2023, globally @UNAIDS
and in Sub-Saharan Africa
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HIV transmission from mother to child
Global

56 000 12 000 (vertical transmission) can occur at
multiple stages:
* In utero (during pregnancy): The
virus can cross the placenta from the
Eastern and 2 000 mot.her to' the_ fet us.
southern Africa L $300 * During childbirth (intrapartum): The
child may be exposed to the virus in
the mother's blood or vaginal fluids
during delivery.
Western and 23 000 2000 * Through breastfeeding (postpartum):
central Africa The virus can be transmitted through
breast milk.
0 25 50 75 100
Per cent
‘,“Child,e'lé
Bl Mother acquired HIV during pregnancy or breastfeeding Mother did not receive antiretroviral therapy during pregnancy or breastfeeding g\ ° J'P%
[ Mother did not continue antiretroviral therapy during pregnancy or breastfeeding Mother was on antiretroviral therapy but did not achieve viral suppression . ' i a.
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Source: UNAIDS epidemiological estimates, 2024 (https://aidsinfo.unaids.org/).

Preventing vertical HIV transmission requires a comprehensive approach to maternal health and well-being. This includes

preconception counseling and care to prepare for a healthy pregnancy; quality universal antenatal care and appropriate HIV

management and monitoring during pregnancy; safe delivery practices to minimize the risk of perinatal transmission;
comprehensive postpartum support, including breastfeeding guidance, to reduce the risk of postnatal transmission; and
ongoing follow-up care for both mother and child, including after cessation of breastfeeding.
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The Global Alliance to End AIDS in
Children (Global Alliance), launched in July
2022, works with women living with HIV
and their families, national governments
and partners to mobilize leadership,
funding and action to end AIDS in children
as a public health threat by 2030.

The Global Alliance supports efforts to
end AIDS in children across 12 countries
(phase 1), which together account for 68%
of all children living with HIV, 66% of new
HIV infections and 64% of AIDS-related
deaths among children in 2023.
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The global push to eliminate vertical transmission in countries most affected by HIV among

children: the Global Alliance
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The 2024 Global Alliance Progress Report

* The 2024 Global Alliance Progress Report showcases
key advancements and ongoing challengesin
addressing HIV in children and adolescents, globally
and across 12 Global Alliance countries (phase 1).

* Launched during AIDS 2024 in Munich, this isthe first
dedicated pediatric report since 2021 and the launch
of the Global Alliance on Ending AIDS in Children.

TRANSFORMING
* The report underscores that while ending AIDS in VISION INTO
children is possible, the current pace of progress is TY
insufficient. REALI
The 2024 Glpbal Alliance Prqgrgss Report on
& unicef® , ¢ B¢ ICW&EE e, HE 11 EE = )
@UNAIDS - * &% on ) °b$§“ bepr\lfn S ICVV bl ' (o rions 1= == B = k@;

%
Sloga sy


https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2024/transforming-vision-into-reality
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PERCENTAGE
CHANGE FROM
2021 TO 2023

PROGRESS IN REDUCING NEW HIV INFECTIONS

AND AIDS-RELATED DEATHS

Urgent action is needed to accelerate the decline of
HIV/AIDS among children and adolescents, globally

New HIV infections

. . Global n 4010%8 270000001 [10010%?:-28000001 (83 2]5(? 88%00] -17%
and across 12 Global Alliance countries Children (0-14 years old)
Global Alliance 189 ng-g%%nn] 168 c?m?)-?gooom] [55 gg)-??oo 000] -18%
* Positive, yet insufficient, declines in pediatric and adolescent AlDS-related deaths
new HIV infections and mortality. Global 0000 LB et -14%

Children (0-14 years old)
* Vertical transmission is the central driver of new HIV Global Allance 33000 57000 0 e 00 15%

infections in children. An ample approach to maternal health
is crucial, spanning preconception, pregnancy, childbirth, and

New HIV infections

postpartum care, including breastfeeding. e (1519 yone ot Global B000.30000 (430002800001 (39 000.240.000] 1%
e Addressing adolescent HIV requires a multidimensional Global Allance 154000220000 17000 1600001 (14000130000 -16%
approach, recognizing the distinct groups: those with AIDS-related deaths
vertically acquired infections from earlier in life, and those Glopal 18000 16 000 14000 0%
who have acquired HIV through horizontal transmission. Adolescents (15-19 years old) B
Global Alliance [leg-?? r?oo] [811J£1}-?40 ([))00] [741:%-930 goo] -8%

Source: UNAIDS epidemiological estimates, 2024 (https://aidsinfo.unaids.org).
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The data reveals both progress towards 2025 Global

. o oo PROGRESS TOWARDS 2030 MILESTONES 2015 2021 2023 2025 TARGET
Ta rgets a nd s'gn Iflca nt Ch a lle nges’ both - glo ba lly a nd Ensure that all pregnant and breastfeeding women living with HIV are receiving lifelong antiretroviral therapy
across 12 Global Alliance countries ot - o
Antiret roufragtgerapg; coC\'r_erage among [70% 10 >98%] [70% ta ~96%) [70% 10 ~98%] 100%
pregnant and breastfeeding women
Global Alliance |?o'}sazg?f93%| |:r|:ﬂ>eBzE%93'}s; [?mag'if?%:
* Significant progress has been made in antiretroviral therapy coverage Reduce the number of adolescent girls and young acquiring HIV to less than 50 000 by 2025
for pregnant and breastfeeding women, reaching 84% globally in - 330 000 240 000 210 000
2023, though the universal 100% target remains unmet. Adolescent girls and young women S 50000
(15-24 years old) newly infected with HIV . 290 000 160 000 130 000
Global Alliance [140000-300000]  [97 000-210000]  [B1 000-170 000]

* Achievements in HIV treatment coverage™ toward the 90% target are
slow, with children and older adolescents showing particularly low

Ensure that 90% of people living with HIV are accessing treatment

. . 40% 54% 57%
access at 57% and 64% at population level, respectively. Children lving with HIV (0-14 years old) Global 525 20525 8’525
receiving treatment 90%
. . K 1o . ) Global Alliance aT% 543{’. 51%.
* Viral load suppression® is improving but not yet at the 86% target for (2o 5% 28 2% l28-s2%1
2025, indicating continued challenges in pediatric HIV management. Ensure that 90% of pecple living with HIV are accessing treatment
. . . Adolescents (15-19 years old) who are on Global 30% 5% 4% 90%
* New HIV infections among adolescent girls and young women exceed treatment Global Allance 125% g% .
ta rgets Slgnlfl Cantly' The gl Obal AIDS ta rgets aimto reduce to IeSS Ensure that 75% of all children living with HIV have suppressed viral loads by 2023 and 86% by 2025
than 50,000 by 2025 the number of new HIV infections among | St . so
. . . Global , ,
adolescent girls and young women (15-24 years old) - a priority Children lving with HIV (0-14 years old) who - i22-33% 122378} 122-35% asn
| . f HIV . I I d f ” f have suppressed viral loads ) 379 43% 8%
population for prevention generally and specifically for Global Alliance 2% % e
preventing vertical HIV transmission.
*The estimated ART coverage and viral load suppression rates represent population- Sovscs INADS spisemiciogics esimares, 2021 Rumiisfonseon
level estimates, calculated using estimated numbers of PLHIV in each age group. i,
These estimates encompass both individuals diagnosed with HIV and those who &7 ® ’*%';

remain undiagnosed. . ' ol .
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In 2023, 210,000 adolescent girls and young women worldwide acquired HIV, far surpassing the

global target of 50,000.
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* The locations with moderately
high HIV incidence among all
adolescent girls and young

5 o] women (aged 15-24 years) at
subnational levels in sub—Saharan
Africa are becoming more
numerous, especially in eastern
and southern Africa, and they
contribute large absolute numbers
of new HIV infections among girls
and women.

* In 2023, only 36% of locations
with moderately high HIV
incidence (0.3-0.99 per 100
person-years) had a dedicated
prevention programme.

[J No data
<1 (low)
1-3 (moderate)

I >3-10 (moderately high)
>10 (high)

%
Source: UNAIDS epidemiological estimates, 2024 (https://aidsinfo.unaids.org/). “ogar "

Note: HIV incidence estimated as new HIV infections per 1000 uninfected population.



Now, let's look at some social determinants of HIV in
women. As we can see, there has been limited
progress in addressing stigma and discrimination,
social inequalities and violence*.

* A Hidden Pandemic: Almost one in three women across
the world have experienced some form of violence at
least once in their lifetime.
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30% of women have

experienced intimate
partner violence or non-

partner sexual violence.
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https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/data-stories/overview-of-gender-based-violence
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/data-stories/overview-of-gender-based-violence
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789241564625
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/2024-unaids-global-aids-update_en.pdf

Intimate partner violence affects women in every country

@ Zub-Szharan Africa @ South Asia @ Middle East & North Africa @ Latin America & Caribbean @ East Aszia & Pacfic \z{/?@‘y’ s‘"%
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Intimate partner violence (IPV) affects every rev—— pE——
country and region. IPV among women is most o S2e0%008008 *._._.:,._._... .
common in Sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia. South Azia
2—8 *—8 >—8 L ] L
* |PVis a global pandemic impacting
millions of women and girls annually. el el
* An estimated 245 million (or 10% of e + oo
women ages 15 and
above) have experienced IPV in the last Latin America & Caribbean
12 months alone. .._-:..'.-?:;..._ .
. *%s
* More than 1in 4 women (26%) aged 15
years and older have suffered violence NIV
at the hands of their partners at least oo . olhOr. | .
once since the age of 15. O T U R
Europs & Centrzl Aziz
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https://genderdata.worldbank.org/indicators/sg-vaw-1549-zs/?age=15%2B
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/indicators/sg-vaw-1549-zs/?age=15%2B
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/data-stories/overview-of-gender-based-violence
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789241564625

Adolescent girls and young women are the most
affected by IPV. IPV among adolescent girls and
young women is most common in Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia.

* By thetimetheyare 19 years old,
almost 1 in 4 adolescent girls (24%) who
have been in a relationship have already
been physically, sexually, or
psychologically abused by a partner
(WHO).

* Evidence suggests, that IPV is more
prevalent when there are no legal
consequences, sexist and patriarchal
cultural norms, and in humanitarian
emergencies or conflict. Women who
married before 18 or are one of many
wives are also more at risk of IPV.

* The consequences of IPV are severe,
impacting physical and mental health,
reproductive health, and increasing HIV
vulnerability.
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Adolescent girls and young women are most affected by intimate partner
violence

Experienced IPV in the last 12 months

e ' | | |
0% 25%

15-19 20-24 25-29 30- 34 35 44 45-54 55-64

South Asia

Middle East & North Africa
East Asia & Pacific

North America

Latin America & Caribbean

Source: WHO 2018 estimates. Notes: IPV (intimate partner violence) includes psychological, sexual and physical violence by a current or former intimate
partner. % is of ever-partnered women aged 15+.
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240022256
https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/data-stories/overview-of-gender-based-violence
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789241564625
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Percentage of women who believe...

. . . . Wife beating is justifiable when wife refuses sex (%) -
Violence against women is still too often
considered acceptable East Asia & Pacific Europe & Central Asia Latin America & Caribbean
* Harmful norms that promote men’s
authority over female behavior make - e s o vos e .
women vulnerable to violence and restrict : it e ore
their ability to negotiate sex.
a It haS Often been nOted that these are nOt Middle East & North Africa South Asia Sub-Saharan Africa
norms only held by and perpetuated by i
men. —
* Women also hold these norms, especially 2145 .
] . 14.57 135
those in poor households (Middle East & - 937

North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa).

* When looking at the poorest households
. . Source: Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS). Data Reirieved from World Bank Gender Data Portal.
su rveyed (Ql )r th IS Sha reincreases. *Q1 - Poorest 20% of households Q5 - Richest 20% of households

[ ] Average || Q1* [ Q5%
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Percentage of women who believe...

a wife is not justified refusing sex if her husband has an STD (%) h

Even during high-risk sexual encounters,
womenls co ntrol over sexual decision_ East Asia & Pacific Europe & Central Asia Latin America & Caribbean
making is often limited by societal norms

=6 20.1 20.68
H =
8.76 5.09
* About one-quarter of women in the -
Middle East and in North and Sub-Sharan
Afrlca feel unable to refuse sex W|th thEIr Middle East & North Africa South Asia Sub-Saharan Africa
husband or partner even if he has a 295

sexually transmitted disease (STD). When
looking at the poorest households
surveyed (Q1), this share increases.

25.25
24.05 22,27 22.57
16.7

@ Average [ Q1% [ Q5*

Source: Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS). Data Retrieved from World Bank Gender Data Portal.
*Q1 - Poorest 20% of households Q5 - Richest 20% of households
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Woman afraid of husband or partner (most of the time)

Cote d'lvoire

(2021 DHS) o

Mozambique
(2022-2023 DHS)

Kenya (2022 DHS) O

United Republic
of Tanzania (2022 DHS)

0 10 20 30 40 50 &0 70 80 90 100
Percentage

@ Eastern and southemn Africa @ Westem and central Africa

Source: Demaographic and Health Surveys (DHS) Program. Stat Compiler. https://statcompiler.com.
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Physical or sexual violence committed by husband or partner

O 10 20 30 40 50 &0 70 80 90 100

Percentage
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Sloga M

In Global Alliance countries with available data, more than two-thirds of women report fearing IPV.
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United Republic of Tanzania (2022 DHS)

Cote d'lvoire (2021 DHS) ®

Democratic Republic
of the Congo (2013-2014 DHS) ®

Angola (2015-2016 DHS)

Zambia (2018 DHS)

Nigeria (2018 DHS) @
Mozambique (2022-2023 DHS)

Kenya (2022 DHS)

Uganda (2016 DHS)

Cameroon (2018 DHS) [ ]
South Africa (2016 DHS)

Zimbabwe (2015 DHS)

0 3 M 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 &0 65 70 75 BO 8 20 95 100
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Eastemn and southern Africa @ Western and central Africa
¢ Child,
g %
Source: Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) Program. Stat Compiler. hitps://statcompiler.com. “ '. 2
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In Global Alliance countries, the percentage of women using condoms during their last higher-risk sexual
encounter with a non-marital, non-cohabitating partner ranges from 22% in Tanzania to 65% in Zimbabwe.

Barriers like the threat of violence, limited access to services, stigma, discrimination, and social exclusion
hinder consistent condom use.
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Democratic Republic
of the Congo (2013-2014 DHS)

United Republic of Tanzania (2022 DHS)

Céte d'lvoire (2021 DHS) ]

Uganda (2014 DHS)

Kenya (2022 DHS)

Angola (2015-2016 DHS)

Mozambique (2022-2023 DHS)

Nigeria (2018 DHS) [ ]
Cameroon (2018 DHS) ®
Zambia (2018 DHS)

Zimbabwe (2015 DHS)

South Africa (2016 DHS)
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Similarly, among women having high-risk sex with multiple partners, less than half reported using a condom in

all but one of the 12 Global Alliance countries (South Africa, 58%).




Many countries with a high prevalence of sexual violence, as indicated by the WB Gender Data Portal, also

report a higher prevalence of women living with HIV.

@ south Asia @ Europe & Central Asia @ Middle East & North Africa @ East Asia & Pacific
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Understanding Poverty / Research / Women, Business and the Law - Gender Equality, Women Economic Empowerment - World Bank Group

Women's Safety

@ WORLD BANK GROUP Toward a safer environment for women: the

Wo m e n " S Safety indicator

Women, Business and the Law’' s new Safety indicator delves
into a systematic analysis of laws and policy instruments
Safety addressing four pervasive forms of violence against women:
child marriage, sexual harassment, domestic violence, and
femicide. Drawing on data from 190 economies, the research
reveals glaring gaps in the existence and adequacy of legal

and supportive frameworks available to effectively prevent
and respond to violence against women.

Safety data | WBL 2.0 data | Data notes
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2, S
ROty




AN
NN ™

Does the law Is there Does the law Is there a specific law or Does the
address sexual legislation on sexual address domestic provision that explicitly law address
harassment? harassment in violence? criminalizes marital rape femicide?

education/schools? without qualifications?
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Source: Legal2.0: WBL 2024. https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/indicators.

Evidence indicates gaps in policies among 12 Global Alliance countries (phase
1), as outlined in Legal2.0: WBL 2024. This may contribute to higher prevalence
of IPV in women in contexts lacking legal consequences, influenced by sexist
and patriarchal cultural norms. The consequences of IPV are severe,
impacting physical and mental health, reproductive health, and increasing
HIV vulnerability.



Conclusion
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Achieving the goal of ending AIDS in children demands gender equity
and empowerment. This necessitates timely access to HIV services,
robust maternal health programs that address the full reproductive
lifecycle, enhanced support for adolescent girls and young women,
particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa, and policy changes ensuring
gender equality and protection from violence, including intimate
partnerviolence. Only a multi-sectoral approach that tackles root
causes will lead to the elimination of pediatric and adolescent HIV.
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https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2024/transforming-vision-into-reality
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/documents/2024/global-aids-update-2024
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